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Come to the center! 


Dear Friends, 


When Sister Nancy Nolan came before our community in October 1988 to 
announce that a Providence Center would be built at Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods, she received a standing ovation. 


Since that time we have dreamed, planned and plain “worked hard” so that 
this Center may become a way of extending our mission to honor Divine 
Providence. 


This first issue of what is to be a regular publication for the Center, brings 
with it the announcment that the physical reality of the Center has been ac- 
complished. We will open our doors in July! Our “official” open house has 
been set for September 9. 


We invite you to visit the new Providence Center to see for yourself the 
good that has come to us through Providence and to share in that goodness. 
Now in one place, we believe we have provided a haven for pilgrimage—a 
place to come away from the frenzy that life can sometimes be. 


With the Shrine of Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the Home, as focus of 
the Center, we will seek creative ways to energize your life's pilgrimage. Fami- 
ly life issues will receive our special attention. Prayer at the Shrine will help 
to strengthen devotion to Our Lady as Queen of the Home and family life. 


Those unable to join us here, may join us through centerings, to be publish- 
ed three times yearly. Each issue will bring you news of the Center, of the 
Shrine, of various activities and programs. The publication will strive to be in- 
spirational and informational. A regular feature will be a reflection on 
Providence at work in daily living. 


Please let us know your needs; let us hear your ideas. Most of all, join with 
us in prayer that God's providential care may transform our world. 


In God’s Providence, 
dite. Btn Keerhh, S.P. 


Sister Rita Ann Roethele, SP 
Director of Providence Center 


Come and see 


You are invited to an Open House 
Sunday, September 9, 1990, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. to celebrate the opening of the 
new Providence Center. 

Tours will be available and a special 
blessing of the Center is scheduled for 2 
p-m. 

Though the official opening is set for 
September, it is expected that the Center 
will be open to visitors by mid-July. 


Trained docents 


When the Center opens, a corps of 
docents or trained volunteers will be 
available to conduct tours of places held 
sacred by the Sisters of Providence. 
Among these are the Church of the Im- 
maculate Conception, Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel and Mother Theodore’s tomb. 
(See pp. 6-7) 


Providence 
Novena 


One of the first spiritual activities 
planned for the Center is a Novena to 
Our Lady of Providence to coincide with 
the Feast of Our Lady of Providence 
November 17. Look for further informa- 
tion in the next issue of centerings. 


New readers? 


If you know of anyone who might be 
interested in the mission of Providence 
Center and in receiving a copy of center- 
ings, please send name/s to be added to 
our mailing list. Send names and addres- 
ses to: 


Providence Center 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Indiana 47876 


Mother Theodore 


SPs seek reports 
of favors from 
Mother Theodore 


The Sisters of Providence seek 
Mother Theodore Guerin’s beatification 
to make known to new generations 
what trust in God’s Providence can ac- 
complish. 

Currently, Mother Theodore’s cause 
for sainthood is one of 76 awaiting 
study by theological consultors of the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints in 
Rome. 

Should the theological consultors 
declare Mother Theodore’s virtues 
heroic, the Congregation for the Causes 
of Saints could grant the title Venerable, 
a title given to those who have attained 
the first degree of sanctity from the 
Catholic Church. 

Certainly, the Sisters of Providence 
believe Mother Theodore’s virtues to be 
heroic. She arrived in an Indiana forest 
in 1840 and quickly transformed it into 
a religious foundation and a center for 
education—establishing a motherhouse, 
a novitiate and what is today known as 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College. 

By the time of Mother Theodore’s 
death in 1856, the Sisters of Providence 
ministered in 14 establishments in In- 
diana—two of them orphan asylums. 

An official document describing the 
heroic virtues of the life of Mother 
Theodore has already been approved 
by historical consultors. What is 
needed now is support for her cause by 
reporting favors received through the 
intercession of Mother Theodore. 

We know that many friends and 
former students are devoted to Mother 
Theodore and pray through her interces- 
sion regularly. If you are one of these, 
please let us know the favors you have 
received. We would like to report them 
here in centerings as an additional way 
of making known what trust in 
Providence can accomplish. 

Persons who have received favors or 
who would like prayer cards or infor- 
mation should write to: 


Sister Joseph Eleanor Ryan 
Providence Hall 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, IN 47876 


hdiocese of Tiaia olts 


OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 


Archbishop 
O'Meara 


offers 


endorsement 


Dear Friends of Providence: 


Church history tells us that pilgrimage is one of the oldest traditions of 
piety in the Church. As far back in our tradition as the second century there 
were visits to Bethlehem and Jerusalem as sacred places for the faithful. 
Christian pilgrimages arose from devotion to the memory of Jesus, and the 
faithful traveled to places invested with memories of the Lord's early life. 


In something of that same tradition, people have come to Saint Mary-of- 
the-Woods to visit the shrines and chapels blessed with the earnest prayers 
which have supported the ministries of the Sisters of Providence for the past 
150 years. Here was established the National Confraternity of Our Lady of 
Providence and her shrine. Here, too, is the Chapel of Perpetual Adoration. 


Now a more concerted effort—Providence Center—presents a new setting 
and proffers the beauty and the quiet of these sacred places at Saint Mary-of- 
tbe-Woods which in today’s hectic world cannot help but enrich the lives of 
those who come here on pilgrimage. 


This extension of the Sisters of Providence mission to honor Divine 
Providence and Our Lady of Providence has my full endorsement. This 
sharing of tradition and history with the faithful, not only of this 
Archdiocese but also with many others, will be a distinct blessing for all. 


May Divine Providence bless these endeavors. 


Sincerely yours in Our Lord, 


Most Reverend Edward T. O’Meara, S.T.D. 
Archbishop of Indianapolis 


Our Lady of Providence Shrine 


Who is this Lady of Providence? 


To strengthen the family through 
devotion to Our Lady under the title 
Queen of the Home has been a goal of the 
confraternity of Our Lady of 
Providence since 1925 when it was 
brought to Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. 

Early literature of the Confraternity 
reads, “By offering prayers and good 
works, those devoted to Our Lady of 
Providence may confidently hope for 
her blessing on their homes and their 
enterprises, for preservation from harm 
and strength for themselves and their 
loved ones at the hour of death.” 

There is no better time than the 
present to renew devotion to this 
powerful Lady of Providence who, as 
Scripture tells us, placed total trust ina 
loving God and was rewarded with 
new life. 

“Our society needs help in discern- 
ing the nature of family life ina very 
complex era,” explained Sister Nancy 
Nolan, general superior of the Sisters of 
Providence. “Through the Providence 
Center and its connection with the 
Shrine we will seek creative ways to 
reach out to families, to help 
strengthen the family unit.” 

Confidence in Our Lady of 
Providence under this title originated in 
establishment of the Confraternity in 
Rome in the Church of San Carlo a 
Catinari in 1774. 

In 1580 Scipione Pulzoni, an artist 
commonly known as Gaetano because 
he was a native of Gaeta, Italy, 
produced the original painting later 
dedicated to Our Lady of Providence. 

In 1664 the picture was entrusted to 
the Barnabite Fathers in the Church of 
San Carlo. However, it was not open to 
public viewing until 1732 when a 
simple shrine was erected and the title 
Mater Divinae Providentiae inscribed 
beneath the painting. 

Scarcely was the shrine established 
when parishioners and people made it 


Gift Shop 

to sell 

Our Lady 

of Providence 
items 


Our Lady of Providence items will be among 
the many religious articles available in the gift 
shop of Providence Center. It will be the first 
Catholic religious gift shop in the area. 

“We hope to provide a wide range of 
products, including many items that are not 
available in ordinary Christian bookstores,” 
said Sister Suzanne Brezette, gift shop manager. 
Gifts for baptisms and confirmations, small 


a place of pilgrimage. Their confidence 
was rewarded. Remarkable favors were 
bestowed through her intercession and 
devotion to Our Lady of Providence 
spread. 

When a devotion to the Blessed Vir- 
gin flourishes through favors received 
and miracles proved, the Church may 
bless and crown the image. This 
solemn honor was given to Our Lady of 
Providence in 1888. 

Devotion spread from Italy to other 
parts of Europe and beyond. Altars, 
shrines and confraternities were erected 
in Spain, France, England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, Belgium, Austria, Switzerland—in 
Peru, Bolivia, Mexico, the United States 
and China. 

Our Lady of Providence came to 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods in 1925 
through the influence of the Rev. A.J. 
Rawlinson, chaplain of the Sisters of 
Providence. Enroute to Rome to 
promote the Cause of Mother 


Theodore, Monsignor Rawlinson 
visited Catholic University where he 
saw a reproduction of Gaetano’s Mater 
Diviniae Providentiae. 

While in Rome, he sought the 
original painting and visited the Shrine 
in the Church of San Carlo. Impressed 
by the history of the Shrine and by the 
incidents associated with the interces- 
sory power of the Mother of God, Mon- 
signor Rawlinson recognized the 
appropriateness of this devotion for the 
Sisters of Providence. 

Thus on May 1, 1925, the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Providence was canonical- 
ly erected at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
in the corridor that led to the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel. 

On May 24, 1925, the Father General 
of the Barnabite Fathers affiliated the 
Confraternity at Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods with the Archconfraternity at 
San Carlo and designated St. Mary’s as 
the American or National Head- 
quarters. On this occasion he also 
donated a copy of Gaetano’s painting of 
Our Lady of Providence. 

The site of the Shrine in the 
Providence Center approximates that of 
its former location. Marble from the 
original has been incorporated into the 
new. 

The oil painting in the Shrine is a 
1928 reproduction by Pompei Coccia, 
painted at the request of Mother Mary 
Cleophas Foley, general superior at the 
time. 

The focus of the Shrine is seemingly 
simple—an image of a mother and her 
child. Prayerful reflection, however, 
reveals an inexpressible exchange be- 
tween the Mother of us all and her little 
one who is God. 

Space is provided at the new location 
for pilgrims to pause, to pray, to place 
their intentions before this powerful ad- 
vocate, Our Lady of Providence. 


statues, icons, scrolls with Scripture verses, 
prayers and greetings; christening sets, Bibles, 
religious books and rosaries will be available. 
“The books we will sell will address family 
issues and will supplement the conferences and 
programs we hope to schedule in the Center,” 
Sister Suzanne explained. The gift shop will be 
open 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Fri- 
day; 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
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Reflections 


The mission of the Providence Center and of centerings, the newsletter of 
the Providence Center, is to honor Divine Providence. 

To honor Divine Providence we must first discover what meaning 
Providence has in our lives, and what power Providence can bring to our 
lives. In each issue of centerings, therefore, we will reflect on an aspect of 
Divine Providence and its relation to our lives, to our families, to our world. 

This first reflection is a foundational piece in which Sisters Barbara Doher- 
ty, Alexa Suelzer and Father Bernard Head collaborated to write a theology 
of Providence. Accompanying is an article compiled by Sister Alexa Suelzer 
who quotes from the Letters and Journals of Mother Theodore to illustrate a 


theology of Providence in action. 


Mother Theodore 
shares a theology 
of Providence 


Mother Theodore never wrote a 
specific treatise on Divine Providence; 
yet we can find in her journals and cor- 
respondence brief remarks that fur- 
nish us with everything we need fora 
theology of Providence. 


Providence as 


God’s care and guidance 

Basic to Mother Theodore’s under- 
standing of Providence was the recog- 
nition that God cares for all creation 
and guides all the events of life to the 
fulfillment of the Creator’s loving 
plans. It is this understanding which 
allows her to say, even in the midst of 
difficult circumstances, that all will be 
well. 

Doubtless it was this confidence 
that enabled her to embrace danger 
gallantly: 

“A pretty green rowboat awaited us at 
the foot of a ladder, but the sea was fright- 
ful. No matter. We had to go. I 
whispered to the Sisters, ‘Come, if we have 
to die, let us die but say nothing about it!’ 
With these words I descended first by the 
rope ladder, without experiencing the least 
uneasiness.” (p. 27) 


Later, on her voyage back to France 
Mother Theodore speaks of contempla- 
tion of the ocean leading her to 
thoughts of Providence: 

“Every evening at the same hour when 
the weather was calm, I used to go on deck 
and bless God for all the wonders of his 
creation. I loved to consider the care of 
God's Providence which extends even to 
the little fishes, which would be the prey of 
larger ones, were it not that God, as if to 
supply for their exceeding weakness, has 
given them wings wherewith to escape the 
voracity of their enemies.” (p. 159) 

Later, feeling the death of a very 
talented young sister, Mother 
Theodore wrote, “But our hope is in the 
providence of God, which has protected us 
until the present, and which will provide, 
somehow, for our future needs.” (p. 297). 

In the face of worries, she counsels, 
“You will allow me to say, and repeat, that 
you ought not to give way to uneasiness 
about the future. Put yourself gently into 
the hands of Providence.” (p. 370) 

At the very nadir of their fortunes in 
Indiana she could write: “Having read 
this letter [Bishop de la Hailandiére’s resig- 
nation] I considered that I should yield to 
the wishes of the Community and to the or- 
ders of the Superior, who recalled me to St. 
Mary's. I returned as soon as I was able 
to travel, and now I await in peace 
whatever it may please our Lord to ordain 
for the future of our institution.” (p. 215) 


oes 
od 


are? 


Providence does not 
preclude planning 

Such trust, however, does not 
eliminate the need for prudent plan- 
ning and foresight, nor does it relieve 
one completely from anxiety. The 
long ocean voyage at an end, she 
wrote, “We threw ourselves on our knees, 
and with hearts full of gratitude we offered 
thanks to God for all the benefits he had be- 
stowed upon us. We prayed to him also 
for our future; we could not but feel some 
anxiety about it!” (p. 23) 

Mother Theodore’s common sense 
and prudence were sorely tried when 
she realized where they were to be lo- 
cated, and she made her views known: 

“It is astonishing that this remote 
solitude has been chosen for a novitiate 
and especially for an academy. All ap- 
pearances are against it. I have given my ’ 
opinion frankly to the bishop, to Father 
Buteux, and, in fine, to all who have any 
interest in the success of our work. All 
have given reasons that are not entirely 
satisfactory, yet I dare not disregard them. 
The spirit of this country is so different 
from ours that one ought to be acquainted 
with it before condemning those who know 
more about it than we do; so I await the 
issue before passing judgment in a positive 
manner.” (p. 65) 

It could be said that Mother 
Theodore trusted as if all was the 
work of Providence—and labored as if 
all depended on herself. With French 
thrift and foresight she writes to the 
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“Yes!” is the response of those who see design and purpose 
in all that happens. They assume God’s direct involvement 
in every aspect of life. For them, God is entirely responsible 
not only for planning all that is to happen but also for making 
it happen. In this view, a benevolent God orders and governs 
the universe, even numbering the hairs of our head and 


caring for the smallest sparrow. 


“No!” reply persons who affirm that all events of life are 
random, with no divine design or purpose. If things are 
planned, we are the planners. If the plans are carried out, we 
are the ones who do it. Random events are accepted but not 
understood. Further, they say, evils like the suffering of the 
innocent or the apparent meaninglessness of human en- 
deavors belie any optimistic interpretation of God's involve- 


ment with creation. 


Between these positions marking each end of a spectrum 
lies our perception of Providence: the recognition, on one 
hand, of God’s love and care for the universe and, on the 


sisters: 

“If you have not sufficient flour, empty 
the sacks and send the remainder to the 
mill, sooner, rather than later, for you 
know how long they keep us waiting....All 
who have not put on their long underwear 
must do so at once. The mornings and 
evenings are very cold.” (p. 232-33) 


Trust in Providence 
does not eliminate anxiety 

Money was a constant worry to the 
struggling Community; on one oc- 
casion Mother Theodore wrote: “Of 
late I scarcely knew which way to turn for 
money, but Providence came to our help.” 

Reliance on Providence did not 
preclude human measures to ensure 
financial soundness, for she wrote to 
Bishop Bouvier: “I assure you, my Lord, 
we have to look out rather closely in order 
not to contract debts. We have at present 
no debts except one in Paris for dry goods. 
This we contracted reckoning on money 
which we had at Le Mans in the hands of a 
banker who has failed and thus has done us 
an injury. Had we known of his 
bankruptcy sooner we would not have or- 
dered the goods.” (p. 208) 

Mother Theodore’s reliance on 
Providence was coupled with a realis- 
tic assessment of circumstances that 
were often both frustrating and dis- 
couraging. At the death of Bishop 
Bazin she wrote: “We must not dissemble 
it, my dear daughters, our loss is immense 
and can have for us the most serious conse- 


Reflections 


other hand, an understanding of creation as a continuing 
process in which we share. The divine plan is linked to 
human cooperation. This view encompasses both the rational 
and the irrational in human experience. It tries to balance the 
affirmation of God’s design and governance of the universe 
with the recognition of disorder and chaos around us. 


Such equilibrium is not always easy to achieve or maintain. 


To trust Providence, to honor Providence is to be willing to 
live the mystery of this apparent contradiction—to believe 
that God can and does bring into harmony the polarities of 
human existence. God is present in design and order, but the 
Divine Presence must also be acknowledged in disorder, inter- 
ruption, unpredictability and change. Providence is recog- 
nized in faith and in hope, not in sense perceptions of an 


orderly universe. A provident God is at work in the develop- 


world. 


quences; however, let us take care not to be- 
come discouraged. Let us submit with love 
to the will of God.” (p. 254) 

When called to court to defend her- 
self against accusations relative to 
counterfeit money, she said: 

“One has to come to America to be 
treated thus! Sometimes I am so dishear- 
tened with this country I feel as if I were 
carrying on my shoulders the weight of its 
highest mountains, and in my heart all the 
thorns of its wilderness.” (p. 138) 

No iron lady, Mother Theodore was 
at times tempted to give up. Her trip 
back to France to seek funds met with 
scant success, so that she could con- 
clude: 

“...How many times having gone up and 
down stairs, climbing to the third and 
fourth stories, I wept in the streets before 
beginning another ascent to receive only 
half a franc with more contempt.” (pp. 115 
& 120) 

Humanly speaking she had little 
hope for the diocese: “How God tries 
our poor diocese! What will become of it? 
Nevertheless we shall not cease to hope, for 
he who has protected us with so much love 
dies not.” (p. 257) 


The hand of Providence 
seen in retrospect 

But often in circumstances that were 
adverse or apparently accidental, 
Mother Theodore could subsequently 
see the manifestation of God’s 
providential care. One such event oc- 


ment of new possibilities for human history; our part is com- 
mitment to bringing providential designs to realization in our 


curred during the first days of their 
ocean voyage: 

“On the boat we made the acquaintance 
of the Superior of the House of Mercy estab- 
lished at Havre, a providential cir- 
cumstance, undoubtedly, for when we 
arrived at the city there was no one to meet 
us or to see to our affairs.” (p.4) 

Providential care continued, for of 
the next morning she wrote: “The sea 
was frightful; it seemed impossible to land. 
To attempt such a thing would be to expose 
ourselves to perish in the port. The rain 
fell in torrents. This too was something 
providential, for if we had landed then we 
would have disturbed the plans of 
Providence which afterwards proved so ad- 
vantageous for us.” (p. 26) 

When at last they arrived in Philadel- 
phia, their trust was once again reward- 
ed: “While we were waiting for an answer 
from the Bishop of Vincennes, the president 
of the Terre Haute Bank arrived with his 
wife. He was willing to take charge of us, 
and it was decided that we should leave 
with him. But Providence again disposed 
otherwise, to our great advantage, and sent 
us a French priest from Canada, who was 
himself going to Vincennes.” (p. 39) 

To Bishop Bouvier she could write 
some years later, after trials, 
misunderstandings, and set-backs 
without number: 

“In learning of our late trials and the 
manner in which Our Lord has extricated 
us, you must have said: ‘There is a 
Providence and the Sisters at Saint Mary's 
are truly its daughters.” (p. 245) 


jun 


| Kes 


Heritage 


Places we know as holy ground 


A title given to the people of God following Vatican Council II was “Pilgrim Church” to denote a com- 
munity of wayfarers walking in faith toward a goal not yet attained. This people looks for God's 
presence in the signs of the times and in the voices of the age. 

Throughout our 150 year history, the people of God have come to Saint Mary-of-the- Woods looking 
for God's presence, gathering strength for the journey in faith. Our heritage tells the story of sacred 
spots on our campus that speak to the hearts of people. 

It is our intent as members of this “Pilgrim Church” to throw open wide the gates of Saint Mary-of- 
the- Woods so that all who come may be linked with what we know as our sacred tradition and may find 
strength in that bond. 


St. Anne’s Shrine 

Saint Anne Shell Chapel is the oldest shrine on 
campus. It was built in 1844 in fulfillment of a 
promise made by Mother Theodore during a severe 
storm at sea upon her return to the United States 
from France. Mother Theodore prayed to St. Anne, 
patroness of sailors of her native Brittany. She 
promised both a procession and a chapel in the 
saint’s honor if they would be spared. 

A small chapel was built of logs and readied that 
same year for a procession by Sisters of Providence 
to honor St. Anne. 

The original chapel was replaced by the current 
stone structure and blessed on July 25, 1876. The in- 
terior walls are decorated with iridescent shells 
brought from the Wabash River and pressed into 
soft plaster. Designs, originally traced out by 
Mother Theodore, show the outline of the ship as 
well as a map of Indiana naming the Providence 
missions established up to that time. The story of 
the ship’s preservation is inscribed in a series of 
shells near the doorway. These shell designs and 
ornamentation, preserved to the present, account 
for the popular title St. Anne’s Shell Chapel. 


Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto 

Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto was begun in the 
south ravine in 1918 also to fulfill a promise. En- 
couraged by Council Member Sister Mary Alma 
Ryan, Mother Mary Cleophas Foley, general supe- 
rior at the time World War I was raging in Europe, 
promised Our Lady of Lourdes that, should the 
war end before the close of that year, a grotto 
would be erected in all its essentials a replica of that 
of Lourdes. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto at Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods is a tribute to the intercessory power of Our 
Lady of Lourdes. Stones from the Shrine at Lour- 
des, France, are embedded in the masonry below 
the feet of the statue, stones that Sister Mary Alma 
brought from Lourdes in 1902 when she and 
Mother Mary Cleophas visited the original grotto. 
The large rosary on the statue also came from Lour- 
des. 


Statue of St. Anne near the Shell Chapel 


Heritage 


Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Adjacent to Providence Center via a corridor are two sites 
held sacred by all Sisters of Providence. The first, the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, was built in keeping with Mother 
Theodore’s wish of honoring Christ present in the Eucharist. 

Completed during the administration of Mother Mary 
Cleophas Foley, the Blessed Sacrament Chapel was created as 
a place for continuous devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. 
That devotion continues today as the needs of individuals, the 
country and the world are placed daily before God by the 
sisters who pray there. 

The focal point of the chapel, consecrated May 19, 1924, is 
the altar-throne, carved from a single block of flawless Car- 
rara marble from base to cross, including the extended wings 
of the angels. The chapel is designed in Italian Renaissance 
style. Jeweled Tiffany windows on both sides of the chapel 
were executed in the Royal Bavarian Studios in Munich, Ger- 
many. 

No pictures or other symbols in the chapel detract from the 
central focus on the presence of the Lord. What results is a 
serenity engulfing those who come seeking the Lord in this 
holy space. 


Church of the Immaculate Conception 

The Church of the Immaculate Conception has gathered in 
hundreds of believers for almost 100 years. Consecrated Oc- 
tober 23, 1907, the church serves as the conventual church for 
the Congregation as well as the daily place of worship for 


more than 300 Sisters who live and minister at Saint Mary-of- 
the-Woods. 

Renovated in 1986, the church is Italian Renaissance in 
structure and incorporates a wide representation of art forms. 
In addition to sculpted pieces such as altars, shrines and sta- 
tions, many murals, frescoes and stained-glass windows en- 
hance the church’s environment. All paintings in the church 
were executed by Thaddeus von Zukotynski, a Polish artist 
and graduate of the Academy of Arts in Munich, where the 
stained-glass windows were also designed and produced. 

Mother Theodore receives special tribute in the renovated 
church. In front of the shrine of Mary a place of entombment 
was created where her remains were transferred in 1989. A 
prayer area nearby brings attention to the Cause of Beatifica- 
tion of Mother Theodore. Prayer intentions may be placed 
here to serve as a constant reminder of the continuing 
presence of the woman whose trust in Providence was unfail- 
ing. 


In the Center 


Three particular areas within the Providence Center will be 
devoted expressly to the heritage of the Sisters of Providence. 


Heritage Museum 

A heritage museum gathers together artifacts of a history 
rich in service to the Church, to the field of education and to 
the advancement of women. In addition to a permanent col- 
lection of artifacts, especially associated with Mother 
Theodore and founders, rotating displays highlight various 
aspects of that history. 


Dioramas 

The story of the Sisters of Providence is told ina series of 
three-dimensional dioramas, installed in the corridor of the 
Center leading to the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Created for the centenary of the community’s foundation, 
these 12 scenes depict outstanding persons, places and events 
in the early history of the community. An audio commentary 
accompanies each scene. 

The diorama as an art form is interesting to behold. Its par- 
ticular charm lies in skillful use of perspective to blend paint- 
ing, modeling, lighting and construction into amazingly 
life-like scenes. 


Photo Display 

On the wall opposite the dioramas is a photographic dis- 
play of the history of the Sisters of Providence from 1840 until 
the present. Pictures highlight events that occurred during 
the administrations of each of the 15 general superiors who 
have led the Congregation since Mother Theodore. The 
photos offer insights into the lives of the women who have 
made the Congregation an alive and fruitful instrument of the 
Providence of God at work in our world. 


Providence Center 


Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
Indiana 47876 
812-535-4193 


Information 


Providence Center is a place for pilgrimage and 
spiritual renewal at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana. 

The Center, including the Gift Shop, is open and 
tours are available Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

The Center accommodates groups for meetings 
and/or meals. A conference room, seating 55, is avail- 
able. In addition, O'Shaughnessy Dining Room, ser- 
viced by Marriott Corporation, is part of the Center 
complex. 

For reservations or further information call 812-535- 
4193. 

Eucharistic Liturgy is celebrated each Sunday at 10 
a.m. in the Church of the Immaculate Conception. Mar- 
riott hosts “Sunday Brunch at the Woods” each Sunday. 


Location 
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods is located 5 miles 
northwest of Terre Haute, Indiana, off highway 150. 

We are 77 miles west of Indianapolis; 160 miles east 
of St. Louis, via Interstate 70. 

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods is 190 miles south of 
Chicago, via Highway 63/41; and 113 miles north of 
Evansville via Highway 41. 
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Mission Statement 


The mission of Providence Center is to honor Divine 
Providence and Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the 
Home. The Center offers an environment of hospitality 
where visitors and pilgrims may share the history and 
tradition of the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods. 
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Providence Center 


We are Op en! Alumnae enjoy 


Dear Friends, fall visits 

l One of the greatest joys of being the first director of Providence Center is experienc- Magoei y anrop aS 

ing the delight of people when they come through the doors of the Center for the first fall is a perfect time to visit southern In- 

time. This is matched only by the joy I felt in reading letters from so many of you diana and the Providence Center at Saint 

who responded to our first issue of centerings with your offerings of support. Truly, Mary-of-the-Woods. 

this project has been blessed by Providence. Alumnae of Providence High School 
Although we only have been open since July so much has happened! Already, our of Chicago, Ill., spent Saturday, Sept. 8, 

sisters have scrutinized every face and building contained in more than 400 pictures visiting Saint Mary-of-the-Woods and 

that are part of our historical photo exhibit of the Congregation on display in the Cen- many of their former teachers. A group 

ter. from St. Columbkille School, also from 
Those students of Saint Mary-the-Woods College—residents, master’s and exter- Chicago, toured Sept. 29. 

nal degree students—who have toured the Center, especially the Heritage Museum, Also in September, a group of women 

have come, I believe, to a deeper insight as to the mission of the Sisters of Providence who have been meeting regularly in — 

and Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College. Chicago as Providence Associates visited 


Many groups have come, have prayed at our Shrine, have visited our gift shop, a oR antl teiiis of A ater 


have gone away with a new appreciation for our beautiful campus. Yes, this facility and the campus formed the focus for 

has added a new dimension to our entire campus. ts oe their time at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. 
We hope you will join us here soon. Bring your family, initiate an outing fora 

church organization you may belong to, or spend a quiet day here by yourself! We 3 

promise—Providence is a source of refreshment. To ur to B elleville 
But your physical presence at the Center is not needed to share in the gifts we have 


received through Providence. We hope you will benefit by reading this issue of starts at the Center 


centerings and its centerpiece article on Providence in crisis and healing. Or, par- Providence Center sponsored a tour of 
ticipate in the Novena to Our Lady of Providence Nov. 8—17 wherever you are and the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in 
however you are able. Details of how you may participate are contained on page Belleville, IH., in conjunction with a tour 
three. of the Providence Center Oct 4 and 5. 


But know that my joy will be complete if I continue to hear from you and learn of The group, comprised of local residents 


the ways Providence has touched your life and the life of your family! and many Sisters of Providence, began 
their outing at Providence Center before 


In God’s Providence, departing by bus for the Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows, which is ap- 
proximately 160 miles from Saint Mary- 
of-the-Woods. 


In the lobby of Providence 
Center, Sister Rita Ann Roethele Novena plans set 


(center), director, wel th 

public to A Minea Sent. a A novena to Our Lady of Providence 

Though officially “opened” in is planned for Nov. 8—17 to coincide 
with the Feast of Our Lady of 


September, the Center was the $ : 

site of many summer events in- tae See page y for details of 
cluding the Sister of Providence Oy) Ones pan pate: 
Sesquicentennial Homecoming 


weekend. 


Mother Theodore 


Friends report Mother Theodore’s 
continuing care for their lives 


By Sister Joseph Eleanor Ryan 

While Mother Theodore’s Cause awaits its turn for study by the 
theological consultors of the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, 
the Foundress continues to gather around her grateful “clients” who 
write to report the fruits of her intercession. Such reports are the best 
means of ensuring the speedy consideration of her Cause. 

Historical Consultors have already approved the official document 
describing her life and virtues. A favorable report by the theologians 
would make it possible for the Congregation to bestow on Mother 
Theodore the title of Venerable; proof of a miraculous favor would 
open the way to her beatification. 

At the present time two favors in particular are under investigation 
as possible proofs of miraculous intervention: the cure of a young 
boy, pronounced “spectacular” but still requiring study of the medical 
means employed, and the cure of a local woman, also under study. 

In the meantime, reports of varied favors come to support her 
Cause, and confident prayers look forward to the desired miracle. A 
few such reports follow: 


e Fora number of years I have been praying to Mother Theodore for a 
cousin's return to the faith. I have just learned that she has done so. 
—Illinois 
e asked Mother Theodore Guerin to pray for me before my oral ex- 
aminations. She didn’t fail in helping me ask help from God. Until 
today I don’t know how so suddenly I remembered her. It was on the 
day before my examination that I thought of my life in Taiwan; then 
suddenly her story flashed into my mind. I went to the University 
Chapel to pray, “Mother Theodore, pray for me.” I believe that God 
couldn't turn her down when she did pray for me. 
—Student who passed 
medical examination 
Philippines, 1986 
e I prayed to Mother Theodore for successful surgery and recovery. My 
prayers were heard. The doctor has dismissed me. Thank you, Mother 
Theodore! 
—Indiana 
e Mother Theodore has again heard our prayers, and through her inter- 
cession property has been sold. 
—Florida 
© Two weeks after surgery the doctor said my vocal nerves were injured 
and in all probability my voice would not return. During a novena to 
Mother Theodore my voice returned strong and normal, quite unexpec- 
tedly. 
—Michigan 


These expressions of gratitude, and many others which we hope to 
share with our centerings readers show that friends and former stu- 
dents of the Sisters of Providence still seek Mother Theodore’s help. 
We urge all who have experienced the power of her prayers to assist 
her Cause by reporting her favors and thus making known to others 
what trust in Providence can accomplish. 

Persons who have favors to report or who wish prayer cards or ad- 
ditional information should write to: 

Sister Joseph Eleanor Ryan 
Providence Hall — 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, IN 47876 
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Novena to focus 


on needs of families 


everywhere 


Following the resurrection of Jesus, Luke’s gospel 
tells us that Jesus instructed the disciples: 

“And now I am sending down to you what the 
Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until you 
are clothed with the power from on high.” 

For nine days the Apostles stayed in Jerusalem and 
waited for the Lord’s promises to be fulfilled. That 
waiting at the command of the Lord culminated in the 
gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

This openness to the Lord is the scriptural heart of 
the Novena as a form of prayer within the Catholic 
tradition. 

For nine days, prayers are offered either publicly or 
privately, with our special needs in mind. A Novena 
generally precedes a feast with which it may be as- 
sociated to enable the faithful to prepare for that feast 
as the Apostles prepared for Pentecost. 

It is with this stance that the Providence Center of 
the Sisters of Providence will sponsor a Novena to Our 
Lady of Providence coinciding with the Feast of Our 
Lady of Providence November 17. 

For nine successive days beginning Nov. 8, Sisters of 
Providence and those who wish to join them at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods or participate in the Novena from 
their homes will lift up in prayer the needs of familes 
everywhere. 

“This is in keeping with the mission of Providence 
Center to promote devotion to Our Lady of 
Providence, Queen of the Home,” explained Center 
Director Sister Rita Ann Roethele. 

It is hoped that devotion to Our Lady of Providence 
will in turn lead to renewed dedication to family life 
and to the solution of many problems facing the family 
today. Through the Providence Center and its connec- 
tion with the Shrine, the Sisters of Provi dence hope to 
reach out to families, to help strengthen the family unit. 

It is appropriate, then, that the “reaching out” begin 
with prayer. The Rev. Richard McBrien, author of 
Catholicism, explains that through prayer, especially 
prayers of petition, we explicitly come to terms with 
our needs and those of others. We make ourselves ever 
more sensitive to our obligations to do whatever is pos- 
sible to fulfill those needs. 

When those petitions are public, as in the 
community’s praying a Novena, we draw attention to 
needs, we help ourselves to enlarge our own horizons 
and make ourselves more fully aware of the plight of 
others. 


In praying, we cultivate a style of life that recognizes 
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For the needs of families everywhere , the Novena to Our Lady of Providence will be recited 
during the noon hour from Nov. 8—17 at the Shrine of Our Lady of Providence. 


the presence of the Spirit of the Risen 


Christ within us and our membership in 


the Body of Christ. 

The Novena to Our Lady of 
Providence, Queen of the Home, recog- 
nizes our need to open ourselves to the 
Spirit of the Lord within us and within 
all those connected to us in Providence. 
Through the Novena, may we grow in 
greater sensitivity to the needs of 


families everywhere. 

Through the Novena may we become 
open to the graces God may communi- 
cate—whenever and wherever God 
chooses to communicate them. 

In that way we will capture the spirit 
of Jesus’ first disciples and will be, as 
they were, a community transformed by 
the presence of the Spirit. 


Litany of Our Lady of Providence 


Let us ask Our Lady of Providence, 
Mary most holy, who is the refuge of sin- 
ners, the consolation of the afflicted, and 
the help of Christians, to assist us in all 
our necessities. 

God the Father of heaven* 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world 

God the Holy Spirit 

Most Holy Trinity, Divine Providence 

*have mercy on us. 

Our Lady of Providence, mother of 
grace and mercy,** 

Our Lady of Providence, help of the 
sick, 

Our Lady of Providence, hope of the 
oppressed, 

Our Lady of Providence, star of the 
sea, 

Our Lady of Providence, tower of 
David, 

Our Lady of Providence, gate of 
heaven, 

Our Lady of Providence, queen of the 
home, 


Our Lady of Providence, model of dis- 
ciples, 

Our Lady of Providence, mother of 
the Church, 

**pray for us. 

Lamb of God, who take away the sins 
of the world, spare us O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who take way the sins 
of the world, hear us O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 

Pray for us, Our Lady of Providence, 
that we may be made worthy of the 
promises of Christ. 

O God, whose every watchful 
Providence rules all things, we humbly 
implore you through the prayer of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your 
son, to remove from us whatever is 
harmful and to bestow on us only that 
which will be helpful. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, your son, who 
lives and reign with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 


Our Lady of Providence Shrine 


How to participate 


We invite centerings readers to join us 
in praying for the needs of families 
everywhere by participating in the 
novena. Those in our local area may 
wish to join us before liturgy at 11:30 
a.m. each day from Nov. 8—17 in the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception 
when the litany will be prayed. Visitors 
are welcome for daily liturgy and on the 
Feast of Our Lady of Providence Nov. 
17. Or, you may wish to join us at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Providence in the 
Providence Center during the noon 
hour each day. Copies of the litany will 
be available at the Shrine for those who 
wish to pray privately. 

For those who wish to pray the 
Novena in your homes from Nov. 8— 
Nov. 17, the litany is printed on this 
page of centerings. 


We urge you to participate as your cir- 


cumstances dictate but here are some 
suggestions: 

e Say the prayer privately and invite 
each of your family members to pray 
it. 

© Gather your family each evening 
before retiring and pray together. 

© Gather your family in the morning, 
perhaps rising several minutes earlier 
than usual, and pray together before 
the day's hecticness begins. 

e Eat a meal together as family each of 
the nine days of the Novena and say 
the prayer as your table grace. 

In addition to praying the Novena, 
you may wish to choose an activity or a 
discipline for each day to help you and 
your family members become more 
mindful of family needs. Again, the fol- 
lowing suggestions are offered for your 
consideration: 

e Make an effort to do something spe- 
cial each day for a family member. 

e Promise to say “thank you” to a fami- 
ly member each day. 

e Sometime during the nine days reach 
out to or visit a member of your ex- 
tended family who is in special need. 

e Goto Mass together as a family on 
the feast of Our Lady of Providence 
Nov. 17 or plan a family outing for 
that day to celebrate Our Lady of 
Providence as Queen of the Home. 

We invite your comments. Please 

write and let us know how your family 
plans to participate or how it did par- 
ticipate in the Novena. 
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If God 


is in charge 
of the world, 


then why is 
there evil, 


suffering, 


sickness, 
sudden death 


and tragic 
accident? 


By Mary Horgan, SP 


Since 1980, various congregations of women 
religious bearing the title Providence have met 
to explore together the meaning of Providence. 
Such an exploration led to this article by Sister 
Mary Horgan, a Sister of Providence of 
Holyoke, Mass. 

Sister Mary has been involved in the healing 
ministries of nursing, hospital chaplaincy and 
pastoral counseling through 37 years as a Sister 
of Providence. centerings has permission to 
share with our readers an excerpt from her reflec- 
tions on Providence in crisis and healing, reflec- 
tions first presented at the Providence 
Colloquium held in Pittsburgh in 1984. 


Reflections 


At times it is relatively easy to know 
God in our lives. We feel God's presence 
and can identify the patterns of 
Providence. But there are also times 
when life is not easy, when we feel ex- 
iled or alienated, when God seems very 
distant. Life does not always run 
smoothly. 

Susan Sontag reminds us that we hold 
citizenship both in the land of the well 
and the land of the sick; eventually, 
crisis, sickness and suffering become 
part and parcel of our lives. How do we 
experience Providence at these times? In 
these exiles and alienations, illnesses, suf- 
ferings, misunderstandings, is God 
present? Experience reveals that, for 
some reason, God becomes suspect in 
our eyes at these times. Why? Why is it 
that we suspect God as the author of our 
crisis? Somehow, we feel, God is up to 
something. We are being punished, and 
we suspect that God sent this cross, or 
this suffering. 

If we believe that God directly wills or 
sends suffering, how can we accept the 
gift of Providence? How can we look to 
this same God for sustenance and 
strength? Is it possible to do both? If, in- 
deed, we perceive God to be deserving 
of blame for what has occurred, and we 
strike out in anger, can we then turn 
around and relate to God as giver of 
gift? Beyond this, how can we respond 
to God and hope? Does God expect our 
questions? Does God expect our anger? 


I recall a situation in which a young 
mother was hospitalized following a 
freak accident. She sustained broken 
bones, which required bed rest as imme- 
diate treatment. I was called to her room 
by a nurse, who told me the woman was 
extremely upset because her teen-aged 
daughter was critically ill in another 
hospital. I visited with the woman, and 
she told me about her daughter; she 
shared her concerns, and her annoyance 
with her own injury. Two days later the 
daughter died. The mother could attend 
neither the wake nor the funeral because 
she was still confined to bed. Her feel- 
ings of helplessness were overwhelming. 

As I left the woman’s hospital room 
on that day questions filled my head: 
“Why? To what purpose? Why her? 
Why now?” I did what each of us does 
in similar circumstances—turn to God 
and ask, “Why?” 

The reading of liturgy that afternoon 
was from the Book of Numbers. As I 
read it I, too, cried out with Moses when 
he told God in no uncertain terms that 


these were God’s people, not his, and 
they deserved better treatment. 

“Where am I to get meat to give to all 
these people? For they weep before me 
and say, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 
Iam not able to carry all this people 
alone, the burden is too heavy for me.” 
Moses was angry. He felt helpless in the 
situation and was not afraid to communi- 
cate that anger to God. He was reflect- 
ing feelings and questions similar to our 
own. If God is in charge of the world, if 
God created and sustains it, provides 
and cares for it, then why is there evil, 
suffering, sickness, sudden death and 
tragic accident? Where is God? Is God 
responsible? Is God to blame? 

God does not directly will suffering. 
God's will for us is for good; God 
created us out of love, created us human 
and free. Given the human condition in 
which we exist, we carry in our very na- 
ture the roots of disease and death. 
Being imperfect and finite creatures, we 
are subject to the ills that happen from 
failure, loss, weakness, sickness, suffer- 
ing, and finally, death. But, given that 
God is not responsible for the illness, the 
cancer, the accident, the unfortunate cir- 
cumstances, we may still ask why God 
does not act to change the circumstan- 
ces? 


Theologian Karl Rahner reminds us 
that one of the mysteries of God's 
presence is that God created us and 
redeemed us out of infinite love but 
created us human and free. In our 
humanity we are subject to every human 
weakness and every human failing. 

We do not often consider what it 
means to be human, any more than we 
stop to think about our heart beating con- 
tinuously, or the steady and essential ex- 
change of oxygen as we inhale and 
carbon dioxide as we exhale. When 
these processes are momentarily inter- 
rupted or overburdened, we become 
acutely aware of their functions. When 
something happens that is beyond or 
outside our control, we begin to realize 
what it means to be limited, weak and 
human. One basic underlying dynamic 
of being human is that we are not always 
in control; we struggle to be in control; 
we live within that tension. 

A felt awareness of things being 
beyond our control, coupled with feel- 
ings of powerlessness and helplessness, 
initially trigger anger disguised in 
various forms. From personal ex- 
perience and my observations of others 
as they confronted suffering, I have 1S0- 
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lated three distinct responses. The first 
is, “Never again will I trust God or the 
Church.” The second is, “ I will offer it 
up.” The third response is, “Well, it’s 
God’s will, so I can’t do anything about 
itanyway.” 

In the first response to suffering, 
anger is sometimes unresolved for many 
years. Because God has created us free, 
we feel free to keep God’s love and care 
at a distance, as if God must wait out the 
anger just like everyone else. 

The second and third responses are 
closely related to one another. They cer- 
tainly can be therapeutic and conducive 
to spiritual growth if the process is con- 
scious, if our feelings are acknowledged. 
Experience reveals though, that more 
often than not, ‘God’s will, or the third 
response, ‘offer it up,’ are mechanisms 
through which God gets blamed. We 
never really deal with the issues or the 
feelings. 

Should God expect such responses? 
Does God expect our anger? Though we 
do not like to admit it, anger is sucha 
common response, that it is important 
to look at it in relation to God’s love and 
Providence. God is not frightened away 
by our anger. 

I remember the situation of a young 
woman I visited frequently both in the 
hospital and in her home. She knew she 
had cancer, and had been told she had 
six months to live. She was married, the 
mother of two young sons. On one oc- 
casion she appeared especially apprehen- 
sive, and when the family left she asked 
me to stay, because she wanted to talk. 
Very reluctantly and with much hesita- 
tion she told me of reading her teen- 
aged son’s diary, though she knew it 
was wrong to do so. She was distressed 
because her son was very much in touch 
with his anger about his mother’s illness, 
and was very free in telling God just 
what he felt about the prospect of losing 
his mother. Her question to me was, 
‘What is to become of him? He is so 
angry with God. He should not talk to 
God like that. What can I do?" 

My response was to assure her that 
God was bigger than her son’s anger. 
God could handle it and her son’s open 
expression of anger to God over losing 
his mother was real, honest prayer. As 
she shed tears of relief, her whole body 
relaxed. We talked at length of his 
anger and God’s ability to deal with it. 
This teen-aged boy’s action is a good ex- 
ample of the ability to express anger 
directly to God. What we know of God 


Reflections 


leads us to believe that the compas- 
sionate heart of God was touched. 

Elizabeth Kubler-Ross and others 
have identified anger as one stage in 
working through the process of grief or 
loss toward eventual acceptance of any 
change in our lives. The need is for a 
healthy expression of the anger, hurt or 
pain. 

Matthew’s gospel tells us that God 
knows what we need; the food, clothes, 
drink. If God is aware of these basic 
needs, God does understand human 
reaction from us when we are about to 
lose a loved one, or when our bodies be- 
come ill. It is not more virtuous or more 
pleasing to God to make believe that 
there is no hurt or anger; it is at best, 
spiritually foolish and always a block in 
the process of spiritual growth. 

To turn to God in anger and sorrow is 


“God was bigger than her 


son's anger...her son's 
open expression of anger 
to God over losing his 
mother was real, honest 


prayer.” 


just as much a part of life as it is to 
rejoice with God in joy. Anger isa feel- 
ing, not good, not bad. Anger does not 
necessarily mean that we blame God or 
hold God responsible for our trouble, 
but rather that we share these concerns 
and fears with the God who created us, 
knows us, and provides for us out of 
love. This God knows that we are not 
unlike the disciples in the boat on the 
stormy sea of Galilee. In the fourth 
watch of the night they were traveling 
against the wind, and came close to cap- 
sizing. Jesus, on the shore, saw that they 
were making headway painfully. Mark 
tells us Jesus came to them and that they 
were utterly astounded, because they 
did not understand. So it is with oursel- 
ves when we are faced with suffering 
and situations beyond our control. We 
do not understand, and God does not ex- 
pect that we “make believe” we do. 

So we return to our original questions. 
How is God’s Providence revealed in 
times of exile and alienation? 

If we operate out of the theology of 
God’s Providence and loving care, ac- 
tivating our memory to the patterns of 


Providence in the past, we can see suffer- 
ing and adversity as part of our human 
condition, not as something meted out 
to us in punishment. It is part of human 
life, of what it means to be human. God 
can then be viewed realistically as the 
giver of love, care, support in suffering. 
In other words, God would not be 
“suspect,” but on our side behind the 
scenes. We would be more inclined to 
receive the gift of Providence and 
respond with hope. 

Would life be easier? Yes and no. 
There would not be less pain and con- 
fusion. Think of Jesus in the garden of 
Gethsemani, “Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me.” Jesus’ suffer- 
ings did not go away; neither will the 
cancer go away, nor the need to make 
painful decisions or to accept heartbreak- 
ing situations. But when we are 
grounded in the theology of Providence, 
God is experienced as a support, as un- 
derstanding, a mainstay, a comfort, 
someone on our side as we live out 
human life. Trust and hope become 
more operative and fear lessens. Rahner 
defines hope as a letting go of the con- 
trols, moving out of the self and into 
God’s control. 

Years ago I was called to the bedside 
of a dying woman. She said: “I know 
that I am about to die, but Sister I’m not 
afraid; I know that the Good Shepherd is 
by my side, and will lead me wherever I 
am going.” I was amazed at her com- 
plete trust and hope in that moment. 
She was not afraid to let go even of her 
life. This woman lived out of a theology 
of Providence. 

To live out of the theology of 
Providence means that we accept our 
human responses to life, that we realize 
that God created us human, and there- 
fore expects human responses. To real- 
ize that suffering stems from our human 
condition enables us to turn to God and 
others, to receive gifts of love and 
providential care from God’s infinite 
love. Remembering God’s presence in 
the past enables us to move on in hope, 
to let go of controls even a little, and 
receive the gifts of Providence. Thus, 
we can respond to God’s challenge as 
guided by the light of God’s Providence. 
With Isaiah we hear the words: 

Fear not, for I am with you. 

Be not dismayed, for Iam your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my victorious 

right hand. 
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Heritage 


A long corridor that leads to 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
and the Church of the Immacu- 
late Conception provides space to 
narrate in pictures the 150-year 
history of the Sisters of 
Providence. Opposite the photo- 
graphy display is a series of 
diorama scenes with accompany- 
ing audio tape relating the story 
of the foundation of the Sisters of 
Providence in Ruille, France, and 
subsequently in Indiana. 


At left, during the Center's open house a 
visitor examines the desk of Mother Theodore 
positioned below an official portrait of the 
foundress, on display in the Heritage 
Museum. 

The tiny treasure pictured below was one 
of the first sights Mother Theodore beheld on 
arriving at Saint Mary-of-the- Woods—the 
ciborium that held the Blessed Sacrament in 
the first log cabin chapel, Mother's Theodore’s 
first stop after arrival. Left of the ciborium is 
a watercolor of that chapel. 


A warm welcome awaits visitors who enter the front door of 
Providence Center. Trained volunteer docents are available to 
conduct tours if the Center is contacted prior to arrival. 

As you enter the Center you'll see two important pieces— the 
stained glass seal of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods and two granite 
columns that once graced the entrance to Foley Hall, the build- 
ing that was demolished to make room for Providence Center. 


Heritage 
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Sisters Marie Clarice Toomey (left) and Edwardine McNulty become 
acquainted with the names of the many donors who supported building 
the Providence Center. Space is provided on the Wall of Honor to recog- 
nize those who support the continuing work of Providence Center with 
gifts of $500 or more. 


A visit to the gift shop com- 
pletes the tour of Providence Cen- 
ter. Souvenirs of the Center and 
Saint Mary-of-the- Woods are 
available and a wide variety of 
religious gift articles, among them 
Our Lady of Providence items. 
Many handmade gifts are for sale 
including the stuffed bears at right 
in this picture, created by Sister 
Agnese Boddington. 
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hs Bulk Rate 
g% U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
G Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
w Indiana 47876 
v Permit No. 1 
Q 
c 
(eP) 
ae) 
om 
3 Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
= Indiana 47876 
P4 812-535-4193 
Providence Center Gift Shop Mission Statement 
; Order Blank The mission of Providence Center is to honor Divine 
: Providence and Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the 
: Our Lady of Providence Pictures Home. The Center offers an environment of hospitality 
: 16 x 20 matted and framed $23.00 where visitors and pilgrims may share the history and 
: 14x 17 matted and framed $21.00 tradition of the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the- 
: 10x 12 matted and framed $18.00 Woods. 
: 5 x7 standing acrylic frame $ 4.50 
4 x 6 standing acrylic frame $ 3.50 Information 
: Our Lady of Providence Medals 
‘ 1“ diameter medal/chain $ 9.95 centerings: the newsletter for friends of Providence is 
: 5/8" diameter medal/chain $ 8.95 designed to honor Divine Providence by advancing the mission 
: 1 “ diameter lapel pin with bow $ 9.95 of the Providence Center. It is published by the Sisters of 
: 11/4x 2" oval pewter pin $ 8.95 Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana 47876. 
: The Center, including the Gift Shop, is open and tours are 
! Our Lady of Providence Prayer Cards available Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and 
f Queen of the Home prayer $ .25 Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
: Parents prayer $ .25 
' Grandparents prayer $ .25 Location 
Memorare $ .25 
; Total $ 
: Shipping and Handling $ 
: $ .00—$10.00 add $2.75 
i $10.01—$20.00 add $3.50 
: $20.01—$30.00 add $4.25 
: $30.01—$40.00 add $5.00 
: $40.01—$50.00 add $5.75 
 - $50.01+ add 10% total purchase 
: Total amount enclosed $ 
l Send merchandise to: 
; Name 
; Street and Number 
‘City, State, Zip toe | A ey 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods is located 5 miles 
: northwest of Terre Haute, Indiana, off highway 150. 
: Clip coupon and return with your check or money order We are 77 miles west of Indianapolis; 160 miles east 
: to: of St. Louis, via Interstate 70. 
: Providence Center Gift Shop Saint Mary-of-the-Woods is 190 miles south of 
: Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, IN 47876 Chicago, via Highway 63/41; and 113 miles north of 


Evansville via Highway 41. 


